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With these words he left the room, followed by Kent, Beale, Paulet and Drury, and the Queen was left with her retainers.
She turned to her women with a countenance as serene as if the approaching crisis were of the most trivial importance.
"Well, Jane," she said to Kennedy, "did I not always tell you, and did I not know perfectly well that their real purpose was to do just what they have done, and that I could see throughout their manoeuvres the real end to which they were tending, and that I was too great an obstacle to the progress of their false religion to be allowed to live ? Come/' she continued," let supper be served at once, so that I may put my affairs in order."
She saw that her servants, instead of obeying her, stood weeping and lamenting. " My children," she said, with a sad smile, but without a tear in her eye, " this is no time for weeping, far from it; for, if you love me, you should rejoice that the Lord, in allowing me to die for His cause, relieves me from the tortures I have undergone for nineteen years. For my own part, I thank Him for according me the privilege of dying for the glory of His religion and His Church. Let every one take patience therefor, and while the men make ready the supper, we women will pray to Him."
The men at once went out, weeping and sobbing, and the Queen and her women fell on their knees. When they had repeated several prayers, Mary rose, and sending for such money as she still possessed, she counted it and divided it into a number of portions, which she placed in separate purses, with the name of the persons for whom they were intended written in her own hand.
Soon supper was served and she took her place at